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Abstract
The study was carried out between 17.8.2020 and 22.8.2020 on Thassos Island during a short vacation.
A total of 13 species were collected from 9 localities. The species Liposcelis silvarum (Kolbe, 1888)
is a new record to the fauna of Greece. Considering the relatively rich variety of habitats on Thassos,
it can be concluded that its Psocoptera fauna is still not well known and some future investigations
are needed.
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Introduction
The barklice (Insecta: Psocoptera) of Greece were mostly studied in its southern and central regions,
both mainland and the islands (Lienhard 1998, Lienhard & Smithers 2002, Lienhard 2006, Hollier
et al. 2011, Sziráki 2013). Some more information was provided recently (Georgiev 2017, 2020,
Georgiev & Ivanova 2018, 2019a, b) but still there is not any information on the species diversity of
this insect group from many parts of the country, including and the north Aegean island of Thassos.
Thassos is a roughly circular island about 30 kilometers in diameter and is covering an area of about
300 square kilometers. The island is dominated by the mountain ranges of Ypsario (1204 m) and the
neighboring Profitis Ilias (1100 m). The majority of the island centre is covered by commercially
managed pine forests. Towns and villages are mainly confined to the narrow, low-lying, coastal
fringe, where olive groves are a prominent feature of the landscape (Fowles 2016).
Here I present the results from a short study of the Psocoptera fauna of this area.
Material and Methods
The study was carried out between 17.8.2020 and 22.8.2020 on Thassos Island during a short vacation
(Tab. 1, Fig. 1). The barkflies were collected by two methods: sieving with 1 mm mesh width sieve
of detritus or crushed tree bark particles above white plastic container and beating the vegetation and
dry trunks (or shaking of dry vegetation by hand) above same container. Specimens were then stored
in ethanol and after processing, deposited in the collection of the author. Species identifications are
based on Lienhard (1998). As a supporting source, Saville (2008) was also used.
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Psocoptera of Thassos Island
Table 1. Localities of Thassos Island where samples were taken (altitude in m a.s.l.).
No

Date

Locality

Coordinates

Alt.

1.

08.17.2020

E of Potamia, river bank forest with Juglans regia,
Ficus carica, Platanus orientalis, Rubus sp. and N40°42′56.9″ E24°44′16.6″
Sambucus sp.

50

2.

08.17.2020

W of Potamia, mixed forest with Platanus orientalis,
N40°42′51.3″ E24°43′30.2″
Carpinus orientalis, Pinus halepensis, Quercus ilex

164

3.

08.17.2020

E of Panagia, along the path to Drakotrypa Cave, N40°44′06.5″ E24°44′02.2″mixed and dense broad leaf forest with bushes and
N40°43′55.6″ E24°43′54.1″
lianas

124-161

4.

08.17.2020

NE of Skala Marion, bushes with single Pinus
N40°38′48.9″ E24°31′13.9″
halepensis trees

21

5.

08.18.2020

Along the path from Ypsario Peak to Astro camping, N40°42′12.1″ E24°42′20.1″trees and bushes: Pinus halepensis, Pyrus sp.,
N40°42′28.5″ E24°41′58.7″
Crataegus sp., Juniperus sp.

1204-1101

6.

08.19.2020

At the bank of the river of Skala Potamia, forest with
N40°43′21.5″ E24°45′14.0″
Salix sp., Populus sp. and Platanus orientalis

18

7.

08.19.2020

Hill above Chrisi Akti, mixed forest with Pinus
halepensis, Castanea sativa, Olea europaea and N40°42′26.3″ E24°45′13.4″
Quercus ilex

71

8.

08.21.2020

Below the church at Rachoni, mixed broad leaf
N40°45′36.0″ E24°38′16.4″
forest with dense Rubus sp. bushes

91

9.

08.22.2020

Hill above Glifoneri Beach, maquis mainly with
N40°47′32.0″ E24°38′03.4″
Quercus coccifera and single Pinus halepensis trees

36

Fig. 1. Thassos Island (Greece). Location map
of the localities surveyed (locality numbers
correspond with those in Material and Methods).
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Fig. 2. Habitat types of some of the surveyed localities: A - loc. nr. 1, B - loc. nr. 2, C - loc. nr. 3, D - loc. nr. 7.

Results
The survey revealed a total of 48 specimens form 13 species of Psocoptera collected at nine localities
on Thassos Island. All species were new records to this island and one species was a new record to
Greece:
Trogiidae
Trogium pulsatorium (Linnaeus, 1758)
Material examined: locality nr. 3, 1♀, from dry vegetation; locality nr. 7, 1♀, from brunches of trees
and bushes; all collected by beating the vegetation.
Cerobasis guestfalica (Kolbe, 1880)
Material examined: locality nr. 1, 1♀, from dry brunches and leaves of Morus sp.; locality nr. 2,
1♀, from brunches of Ericaceae bush; locality nr. 3, 1♀, from dry vegetation; locality nr. 5, 5♀,
from brunches of Pyrus sp., Crataegus sp. with a lot of lichens; locality nr. 7, 1♀, from brunches of
trees and bushes; locality nr. 9, 1♀, from brunches of Quercus coccifera; all collected by beating the
vegetation.
Lepinotus reticulatus Enderlein, 1905
Material examined: locality nr. 3, 1♀, from dry vegetation; locality nr. 9, 1♀, from brunches of
Quercus coccifera; all collected by beating the vegetation.
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Liposcelididae
Liposcelis decolor (Pearman, 1925)
Material examined: locality nr. 1, 1♀, 1♂, from bark of a dead trunk of Juglans regia, collected by
sieving; locality nr. 3, 1♀, from a dry trunk; locality nr. 6, 1♀, from dry grass; locality nr. 7, 2♀, from
a pile of dry grass and leaves; locality nr. 8, 3♀, from dry vegetation; locality nr. 9, 1♀, 1♂, from
brunches of Quercus coccifera; all collected by beating the vegetation.
Liposcelis bostrychophila Badonnel, 1931
Material examined: locality nr. 1, 1♀, from bark of a dead trunk of Juglans regia, collected by
sieving; locality nr. 4, 3♀, from dry brunches with leaves of Pinus halepensis, collected by beating
the vegetation.
Liposcelis pearmani Lienhard, 1990
Material examined: locality nr. 3, 1♀, from a dry trunk, collected by beating the vegetation.
Liposcelis silvarum (Kolbe, 1888)
Material examined: locality nr. 5, 1♀, from brunches of Pyrus sp., Crataegus sp. with a lot of lichens,
collected by beating the vegetation. Remark: new record for Greece (Fig. 3).
Lachesillidae
Lachesilla pedicularia (Linnaeus 1758)
Material examined: locality nr. 8, 3♀, from dry vegetation, collected by beating the vegetation.
Ectopsocidae
Ectopsocus briggsi McLachlan, 1899
Material examined: locality nr. 1, 1♀, from dry stem and leaves of Clematis sp.; locality nr. 2, 2 ♀,
2 ♂, from dry brunches with leaves of Platanus orientalis and 1 ♂ from brunches of Ericaceae bush;

Fig. 3. Liposcelis silvarum (Kolbe, 1888) female from the mountain ridge near Ypsario Peak (loc. nr. 5), a new record to Greece.
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locality nr. 3, 1♀, from dry vegetation; locality nr. 6, 1♂, from dry grass; all collected by beating the
vegetation.
Ectopsocopsis cryptomeriae (Enderlein, 1907)
Material examined: locality nr. 6, 1♂, from dry grass; all collected by beating the vegetation.
Trichopsocidae
Trichopsocus dalii (McLachlan, 1867)
Material examined: locality nr. 2, 1♀, from dry brunches with leaves of Platanus orientalis.
Psocidae
Neopsocus rhenanus Kolbe, 1882
Material examined: locality nr. 5, 1♀, from brunches of Pyrus sp., Crataegus sp. with a lot of lichens,
collected by beating the vegetation.
Loensia pearmani Kimmins, 1941
Material examined: locality nr. 5, 1♂, from brunches of Pyrus sp., Crataegus sp. with a lot of lichens,
collected by beating the vegetation.
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